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deliberate conviction, that this evil cannot be remedied in
any other manner than, by the personal exertions of the
Governor himself.

" Lord Cornwallis watched over the conduct and morals
of the junior servants of the Company in Bengal with the
anxiety and solicitude of a parent; and the beneficial effects
of his laudable care are now visible in every department of
this Government. To a person of your Lordship's dispo-
sition this duty will not be irksome. Various opinions
have been stated to me with respect to the salary of the
writers: some persons seem to think its present amount
sufficient, and that any increase would tend to extrava-
gance ; while others are of opinion that it does not afford
the means of maintaining the writers in a situation of
competent affluence. I confess that I was not able during
my continuance at Madras to form a decided opinion upon
this important question, I therefore refer it to your Lord-
ship^s judgment, being persuaded that you will concur
with me in feeling that the source of many of the defects
in the civil service at Madras, is to be discovered in the
original condition of the writers sent out from Europe, and
that from the same source must be derived any permanent
system of improvement.

" I should have observed to your Lordship that I believe
a proper public building for the reception of the writers
upon their first arrival at Madras, would be a very desirable
object; the buildings at present used for that purpose are
extremely contracted, and, as I was informed, absolutely
uninhabitable by any but those of the most vigorous consti-
tutions. I would also suggest to your Lordship^s considera-
tion, whether it might not be proper to increase the salaries
of the present offices of Mahratta and Persian translator,
and to found offices of a similar description for the trans-
lation of the various languages in which the public business